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» A few weeks avo Austrian Directer General Friedrich Lorenz of the USIA=controlled 
Erste Oesterreichische Maschinglasindustrie A.G. invited officials of the Aus-- 
trian Ministry of Trade to visit the Brunner Glasfabrik in Brunn am Gebirge 
on 6 Jone 1950, duranek, a former civil servant, who is now employea by the 
Brunner Glasfabrik aa 6 liaison official to the Austrian Government, extended 
this invitation in person to Sektionschef tugen Lanske.* Apparently acting on 
vehalf of Lorenz, Juranek informed the Trade Ministry that the Brunner Glas- 
fabrik is now operating at a loss and may have to curtail its present employment 
uniess it can find a market for large stocks of surplus preducts which it has 
accumulated during recent months. 


2, Lanske accepted Juranek's invitation and on 6 June 1950 accompanied by i 
Ministerialrat Dr. Enmerich Gernert-Mautner-Markhof, the Ministry's glass 
expert, Sektionsrat Ing. Adolf Vicek, and Ministerialsekretdr Rudolf Szabo 
wont to the Brunner Glasfabrik to confer with Lorenz, Lorenz promptly inforned 
Lanske and his celleagues that the USTA-controlled Brunner Glasfabrik has 
stopped shipping moat of its output to the Soviet Union and is, therefcre, very 

sxieus to sell its products om the Austrian market, Lorenz urged Lanske to 
curtail Austria's glass imperts,pointing particularily to the inferior grade of 
Bulgarian glass which is now on the Austrian market, At the same time he 
admitted that the Brunner Glasfabrik is having serious difficulty competing 
with foreign glass manufacturers, He also criticized the Austrian National 
Bank for withholding the foreign exchange which the Brunner Glasfabrik requires 
to import a few essential raw materials \ 


3, Although Lanske promised to refer Loreng!' criticism to Bulgarian commercial 
authorities, he informed him that Austria must import glass to satisfy its 
present needs, He told Lorenz that both Italy and Bulgaria had stipulated 
in their respective trade agreements that Austria import specific quotas of 
their ¢lass and that the Ministry of Trace had accented these terms in order 
to acquire foreign markets for Austrian foods. Finally, Lanske reminded 
Loreng that for the past five years the Brunner Glasfabrik has not only refused 
to cut ita prices but, more important, has shipped a majority of its glass to 
the Soviet Union. Lanske made it clear to Loreng that these post-war practices 
of the Bronner Glasfabrik had forced the Austrian Government to turn to foreign 
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L___]Comment: Lanske and his colleagues left the Brunner Glasfabrik feeling 
that their conference with Lorenz hed been completely fruitless. They did 

noo see a Soviet director on the plent premises and are inclined to believe 
that USTA no longer retains a resident Seviet officiel at the Brunner Glasfabdrik.. 
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